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“Yazar arsivlerin, bireyleri ve biitiin topluluklarin tarihini kolektif bellekten biitiiniiyle
‘silebilen’ topografik bir ‘hafiza mekani’ olarak isleyisini gériiniir kilarak cesitli ‘gizli
kadin hikayelerini’ giin yiiziine ¢ikarir.”

“The author brings to light several ‘hidden women’s stories’, demonstrating how
archives function as a topographical ‘realm of memory’, capable of effectively ‘erasing’
individuals and the histories of entire communities from the collective memory.”

urie Muratovanin 2021 yilinda Blagoevgraddaki urie Muratova’s book “Zheni otvad arkhiva.
N Southwest (Neofit Rilski) Universitesi Yayinlari NNevid imite istorii na zhenite v Balgaria [Women
tarafindan basilan Zheni otvad arkhiva. Nevidi- beyond the Archive. Invisible Histories of
mite istorii na zhenite v Balgaria [Arsivin Otesindeki Ka- Women in Bulgaria]”, published in 2021 by the Publish-

dinlar: Bulgaristanda Kadinlarin Goriinmez Tarihleri] ing House of the Southwest University in Blagoevgrad,
baglikli kitaby!, Bulgaristana odaklanan kadin merkezli is a fundamental study of specialised women-based
uzmanlasmis arsivler iizerine yapilan temel bir calis- archives in Bulgaria. It pioneers an effort to define and
madir. Kitap, Bulgaristandaki arsiv kurumlarinda ka- contextualise the role of women in Bulgarian archival
dinlarin konumunu uluslararasi uygulamalarla ve diger institutions in comparison with international practices
Dogu Avrupa iilkelerinden 6rneklerle karsilastirarak ele and other Eastern European examples.

Situating her research within archival science and
archival history, Nurie Muratova traces the emergence

1. Nurie Muratova, Zheni otvad arkhiva. Nevidimite istorii na zhenite and development Of specialised women'’s archives in the
v Balgaria [Arsivin Otesindeki Kadinlar: Bulgaristanda Kadinlarin United States and Western Europe, while closely exam-
Goriinmez Tarihleri], Arkhivi na zheni i maltsinstva [Women and s aps P s s P _
Minorities Archives Book Series], cilt 6 (Blagoevgrad: Neofit Rilski, lnlljlg tFadltlonal archlvmg p OllC.‘leS and their imp lemen
2021). tation in the Balkan and Bulgarian contexts. Based on a

1/5



almasiyla; bu konumu tanimlama ve tarihsel baglamina
yerlestirme yoniindeki 6ncii yaklasimiyla dikkat ceker.

Calismasim arsiv bilimi ve arsiv tarihi alanina konum-
landiran Nurie Muratova, kitabinda Amerika Birlesik
Devletleri ve Bat1 Avrupada uzmanlasmis kadin arsivle-
rinin ortaya ¢ikisini ve gelisimini ele alir; geleneksel arsiv
politikalarimi ve bu politikalarin Balkanlar ve Bulgaris-
tandaki uygulamalarini ayrintili bicimde inceler. Mura-
tova, (1951 yilinda Sovyet modelini esas alan) Bulgaristan
devlet arsivlerinde kadinlar tarafindan olusturulan ya
da kadinlarin faaliyetlerine iliskin bilgiler iceren kolek-
tif ve bireysel fonlar iizerinde gerceklestirdigi kapsamli
nicel ve nitel igerik analizinde, kadinlara ait arsiv kolek-
siyonlarinin olusum siireclerinin gesitli etkenlerden et-
kilendigi sonucuna varir. 1989 yilina kadar bu etkenlerin
basinda, komiinist totaliter rejim doneminde 6nemli bir
sansiir kurumu olarak isleyen arsivlerin dayattig: siya-
sal 6lciitler ve 6zgilin feminist hareketin tasfiye edilerek
devlet denetimindeki bir kadin 6rgiitiiyle ikame edilme-
si gelmistir. Gecis doneminde ise Bulgar tarihyaziminin
bu konuya pek az duyarhilik gostermesi ve kadinlara ilis-
kin hélen varhigini siirdiiren doéniistiirilmemis olumsuz
kalip yargilar etkili olmustur. Bu nedenle Muratova, ge-
lecekte kadinlara yonelik ayr1 ve uzmanlagmis arsivlerin
olusturulmasina iliskin 6ngoriisiinde karamsardir.

Kitabin iki bélimii su konuya ayrilmistir: Kapalh arsiv-
lerin (6rnegin, eski Devlet Giivenligi Belgeleri Arsivi),
tasfiye edilmis arsivlerin (6zellikle totaliter dénem bo-
yunca kurum/bakanhk arsivlerinin) ve ¢ogunlukla aile,
soy ya da devletin geleneksel arsivlerindeki kurumsal
koleksiyonlarda yer alan kadinlara ait “gizli" arsivlerin
varhigr karsisinda kadin tarihyaziminin olanaklar: ve si-
nirlarl. Muratova ayrica, kadinlara ait ¢ok sayida arsivin
yok edilmis olduguna dair ¢arpici érneklere isaret eder:
Devlet arsivleri tarafindan “arsivsel degeri diisiik” goriile-
rek reddedilenler; 1960-19807ler arasinda Miisliimanlara
yonelik yiritiilen siddetli asimilasyon kampanyas: sira-
sinda Devlet Giivenligi tarafindan el konulan ya da imha
edilenler; mirascilar tarafindan yok edilenler; zorunlu
goc siireclerinde dagilip kaybolanlar ya da kadinlarin far-
kindalik eksiklikleri sonucunda korunamayan arsivler.

Nurie Muratova ¢alismasinda arsiv yaklasiminmi kadin
tarihi, azinhk tarihi, Oryantalizm ve bellek ¢alismalar:
perspektifleriyle birlestirir. Bu ¢ok katmanh bakis ona
Miisliman kadinlara (Pomak, Tiirk ve Roman kadin-
lar) ve komiinist rejim tarafindan baskiya ugramis ka-
dinlara odaklanan bir dizi “vaka c¢aligmasi” gelistirme
olanag sunar. Muratova, bu gruplara yoénelik olarak
onemli arsiv stratejilerinden birini uygular: “Tarihsel
sessizliklerin” yarattigl boslugu, s6zli tarih calismala-
riyla ve kurumsallagsmams 6zel arsiv koleksiyonlarin-
dan elde edilen gérsel malzemelerle gidermek. Yazarin,
Giineybati Bulgaristanda Bulgaristanli Miisliimanlarin
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thorough quantitative and qualitative content analysis
of collective and individual collections formed by women,
or containing information about their activities within
the Bulgarian state archives (they were created in 1951
according to the Soviet pattern), Muratova concludes
that the completion of women’s archival collections
is influenced by various factors. Until 1989, these were
the political criteria imposed by the archives as an
important censorship institution during the commu-
nist totalitarianism, as well as the destruction of the
authentic feminist movement and its replacement with
a state-controlled women's organisation. During the
transition period, the limited engagement of Bulgarian
historiography with the subject, along with persistent
and largely unchallenged negative stereotypes about
women, also played a role. For this reason, her assess-
ment of the prospects for establishing separate special-
ised women'’s archives is pessimistic.

Two chapters are devoted to the (im)possibility of writ-
ing women'’s history in the presence of closed archives
(such as the Archive of the Files of the former State Secu-
rity), purged archives (mostly departmental archives in
the totalitarian period), and ‘hidden’ archives of women
(usually in family or ancestral or institutional collec-
tions in state, traditional archives). Muratova also iden-
tifies numerous cases of women's archives that were
destroyed: dismissed by the state archival network as
being of ‘little value’, seized or destroyed by State Secu-
rity during the violent assimilation campaign against
Muslims in the 19605-1980s, destroyed by heirs, dispersed
through forced migration, or lost owing to a lack of
awareness on the part of their creators.

In her work, Nuriye Muratova combines the archival
approach alongside the perspectives of women's history,
minority history, and orientalist and memory studies.
This lens allows her to develop several ‘case studies”
concerning Muslim women (Pomak, Turkic and Roma
women) and women repressed by the communist regime.
For these groups, she adopts a central archival strat-
egy: supplementing the ‘historical silences’ with oral
history and visual materials from non-institutionalized
private collections, which the author herself identified
and assembled during fieldwork in villages inhabited by
Bulgarian Muslim (Pomaks) in south-western Bulgaria.
The intersectional approach she adopts provides
grounds for the conclusion that both minority commu-
nities and individual Muslim women, together with their
archives, have been and continue to be subject to double
and triple marginalisation. This leaves them in a state
of historical oblivion and ensures their social ‘absence’
from the public sphere.

A second thematic focus of the book Women Beyond the
Archive is a group of repressed women - victims of their
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(Pomaklar'in) yasadig: kéylerde gerceklestirdigi saha ca-
lismalari sirasinda ulastig ve derledigi bu malzemeler ¢a-
lismasinda kullanilan bashca kaynaklar arasinda yer alir.

Bu kesisimsel yaklasim Muratovaya, gerek azinlik top-
luluklarinin, gerekse bireysel olarak Misliiman kadinla-
rin ve arsivlerinin, ge¢miste oldugu gibi bugiin de ikili
hatta ug¢li marjinallesmeye maruz kaldigi sonucuna
varmasl i¢in gerekge saglar. Bu durum, onlar1 kalic1 bi-
cimde tarihsel bellekten dislarken kamusal alanda da
sliregelen bir toplumsal gériinmezlige mahk{im eder.

Bu kitabin bir diger tematik odag: komiinizm karsit1 go6-
riisleri ve/ya tilkedeki Miisliimanlara yonelik asimilas-
yon politikalarina itaatsizlikleri nedeniyle baskiya ug-
ramis kadinlar; bagka bir deyisle rejimin magduru olan
kadinlardir. Yazar arsivlerin, bireyleri ve biitiin toplu-
luklarin tarihini kolektif bellekten biitiiniiyle “silebilen”
topografik bir “hafiza mekani™ olarak igleyisini goriiniir
kilarak cesitli “gizli kadin hikayelerini” giin yiiziine ¢i-
karir. Muratova, bu silme siireglerinde kullanilan farkh
yontemleri, hatta bilingli stratejileri sistematik bicimde
analiz eder: Arsiv koleksiyonlari ve belgelerine erisimin
yasaklanmasi, “islenmemis” ya da kurumsal arsiv sta-
tiisii gerekce gosterilerek kullaniminin zorlastirilmasi;
belgelerin envanter listelerinden ¢ikarilmasy; yanhs ya
da eksik tanimlamalarla “gizlenmeleri” gibi uygulamalar
bunlar arasindadir.

Bununla birlikte Muratova, s6z konusu kurumlarin? ba-
zilarinda uzun yillara yayilan mesleki deneyimine; ¢alis-
mada ele aldig: kisilerin kendileriyle, yakinlariyla ve ¢a-
lisma arkadaslariyla yaptig: sozli tarih gériismelerine
dayanarak arsivlerden ve kamusal séylemden neredey-
se biitlinliyle “silinmis” olan baz kadinlarin yasamoy-
kiilerini basariyla yeniden insa eder. Bunlar arasinda
taninmis Tiirkoloji arastirmacilari Mefkiire Mollova
(1927-2009) ve Hayriye Memova-Siileymanova (Yenisoy)
(1934-2018); eski milletvekili ve siyasal figiir olan Nevya-
na Elmazova (1895-1981) ve Raina Lapardova (1904-1980);
toplama kampindan sag kurtulan Tsvetana Tsacheva
(1896-1974) ile yazar Zlatka Cholakova (1899-1985) yer alir.

2. C.N. Burada kullanilan topografik hafiza mekani ifadesi, Pierre
Nora'nin lieux de mémoire (hafiza mekanlari) kavramina
gondermede bulunur. Arsivler bu baglamda, bellegin mekansal ve
kurumsal olarak diizenlendigi; neyin goériiniir, neyin gérinmez
kilinacaginin belirlendigi iktidar alanlari olarak diisinilmektedir.
Bkz. Pierre Nora, “Between Memory and History: Les Lieux de
Mémoire”, Représentations, sy. 26 (1989): 7-24.

3. Eski Devlet Glivenligi Belgeleri Arsivi (Bulgaristan vatandaslarinin
Devlet Glivenligine ve Bulgaristan Ulusal Ordusu'nun istihbarat
servislerine aidiyetinin agiklanmasina iligkin belgelerden sorumlu
Komite Arsivi), Merkez Devlet Arsivleri ve bunlara bagh bolgesel
birimler, Bulgaristan Bilimler Akademisi Bilimsel Arsivi, Sofya
Universitesi Arsiv Koleksiyonu.

anti-communist beliefs and/or their disobedience to state
assimilation policies directed at Muslims in the country.
The author brings to light several hidden women’s stories’,
demonstrating how archives function as a topographical
‘realm of memory’, capable of effectively ‘erasing’ individ-
uals and the histories of entire communities from the
collective memory. Muratova systematically analyses
the various methods and even strategies used for this:
banning access to, or making it difficult to use, archival
collections and documents on the grounds that they
are ‘unprocessed’ or departmental archives, removing
them from inventory lists, or ‘hiding’ them through inac-
curate or incomplete annotations, etc. At the same time,
drawing on her many years of work in some of the afore-
mentioned institutions,1 as well as on oral interviews
conducted with the portrayed individuals, their rela-
tives, and colleagues, she successfully reconstructs the
biographies of several women almost completely ‘erased’
from the archives and from public discourse: the famous
Turkological scholars Mefkure Mollova (1927-2009) and
Hayriye Memova-Siileymanova (Yenisoy) (1934-2018), the
former MPs and political figures Nevyana Elmazova
(1895-1981) and Raina Lapardova (1904-1980), the concen-
tration camp survivor Tsvetana Tsacheva (1896-1974), and
the writer Zlatka Cholakova (1899-1985). Their life trajec-
tories, marked by being ‘thrown out’ of politics, science
and literature, seem in themselves to explain why some
of them have two archives -an official and a secret one,
intentionally created and preserved by their owners- and
why, for others historical sources are almost impossible
to locate in the so-called classical archives.

The study of the symbiosis between women'’s and minor-
ity archives is one of Dr. Muratova’s most enduring schol-
arly interests. In addition to her book, she is an active
member of the team of the Balkanistic Forum — Interna-
tional University Seminar for Studies and Specialization,
which has published its Women and Minorities Archives
book series since 2009.2 In 2025, she further developed

1. Archive of the Files of the former State Security (Archive of
the Committee for disclosing the documents and announcing
affiliation of Bulgarian citizens to the State Security and the
intelligence services of the Bulgarian National Army), Central State
Archives and their territorial divisions, Scientific Archive of the
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, Archival collection of the Sofia
University.

2. Kristina Popova et al, eds., Women and Minorities: Ways of
Archiving, vol. 1 (Sofia—Vienna: Semarsh, 2009), https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.17495708; Kristina Popova and Vaska Stancheva-
Popkostadinova, eds., Case Work and Social Control in the 20th
Century, vol. 2 (Sofia: Semarsh, 2010), https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.17495865; Kristina Popova and Nurie Muratova, eds.,
Women and Minorities Archives: Subjects of Archiving, vol. 3
(Blagoevgrad, 2011), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17495909; Nurie
Muratova, Kristina Popova, and Georgeta Nazarska, eds., To Come
Out of the Shadow: Unpublished Works of Zlatka Cholakova and
Olga Chavova, vol. 4 (Blagoevgrad, 2016), https://doi.org/10.5281/
zeno0do.17496004.; Anastassia Pashova and Nurie Muratova, eds.,
Roma Archive: Democratic Publicity by Right of History, vol. 5




Baz1 kadinlarin, kendileri tarafindan bilingli olarak olus-
turulmus ve korunmus biri resmi, digeri gizli olmak {izere
iki ayr1 arsive sahip olmasi; bazilari icinse sézde “klasik”
arsivlerde tarihsel izlerine ulagsmanin neredeyse imkan-
s1z hale gelmesi, bu kadinlarin siyaset, bilim ve edebiyat
alanlarindan “tasfiye edilmeleriyle” sekillenen yagsam se-

yirleri izlendiginde adeta kendiliginden acikliga kavusur.

Dr. Muratovanin en siireklilik arz eden akademik ilgi
alanlarindan biri kadin ve azinhk arsivleri arasindaki
simbiyozdur. Yazar, kitabinin yani sira, 2009 yilindan bu
yana Women and Minorities Archives [Kadin ve Azinlik
arsivleri] baslikh kitap dizisini* yayimlayan Balkanistic
Forum - International University Seminar for Studies
and Specialization ekibinin de aktif bir iiyesidir.

Muratova, 2025 yilinda bu temayi, “Political Repressi-
on of Muslim Women during the Communist Regime:
Women's Resistance Networks and Civic Rehabilitati-
on” [Komiinist Rejim Déneminde Miisliiman Kadinlara
Yonelik Siyasal Baski: Kadinlarin Direnis Aglar1 ve Sivil
Rehabilitasyon] bashkl arastirma projesiyle daha da
derinlegtirir; 20. ylizyilin ikinci yarisinda Bulgaristanda
Miislimanlara yoénelen ve giderek yogunlasan asimilas-
yon politikalarina karsi direniste kadinlarin roliine dair
ozgiin yazil belgeler ile szl tanikliklar bir araya ge-
tirmeyi amaglar. Bu ¢alismanin bir sonucu olarak Nurie
Muratova, Sofya ve Filibede ve Bat1 Rodoplardaki cesitli
koylerde sergilenen bir foto-belgesel sergi hazirlar.’

Nurie Muratovanin kitabr yayimlanmasinin ardindan,
Bulgaristan tarihyazimi ve begeri bilimler alaninda

4. Kristina Popova vd., der., Women and Minorities: Ways of
Archiving, cilt 1 (Sofia-Vienna: Semarsh, 2009), https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.17495708; Kristina Popova ve Vaska Stancheva-
Popkostadinova, der., Case Work and Social Control in the 20th
Century, cilt 2 (Sofia: Semarsh, 2010), https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.17495865; Kristina Popova ve Nurie Muratova, der., Women
and Minorities Archives: Subjects of Archiving, cilt 3 (Blagoevgrad,
2011), https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.17495909; Nurie Muratova,
Kristina Popova ve Georgeta Nazarska, der., To Come Out of the
Shadow: Unpublished Works of Zlatka Cholakova and Olga Chavova,
cilt 4 (Blagoevgrad, 2016), https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.17496004.;
Anastassia Pashova ve Nurie Muratova, der., Roma Archive:
Democratic Publicity by Right of History, cilt 5 (Blagoevgrad, 2017),
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17496061; Nurie Muratova, Women
beyond the Archive: Invisible Histories of Women in Bulgaria, cilt 6
(Blagoevgrad, 2021), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5718857; Evelina
Kelbecheva ve Nurie Muratova, der., The Voice of the Silent:
Research in Honor of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anastasiya Pashova, cilt 7
(Blagoevgrad: Bon Print, 2021), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.r
Zeynep Zafer ve Nurie Muratova, Turkology in Exile: Mefkiire
Mollova. A Biographical Study, cilt 8 (Blagoevgrad, 2022), https://doi.
org/10.5281/zenodo.17494707; Zeynep Zafer, der., “My name, that’s my
face”: 50 Years since the Kornitsa Protests, cilt 9 (Blagoevgrad, 2023),
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17494992; Milena Angelova ve Begi
Hussein, Village of Draginovo (Korovo): Contested Identities and
Assimilation Policies, cilt 10 (Blagoevgrad: Balkanistic Worlds, 2025),

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17495228.
Sergiye https://women.balkanistica.com/exhibition/ adresinden

cevrimici olarak da erisilebilir.
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this topic in the research project ‘Political Repression
of Muslim Women during the Communist Regime:
Women's Resistance Networks and Civic Rehabilitation’,
which collected authentic written documents and oral
testimonies on women'’s participation in resistance to
the gradual assimilation of Muslims in Bulgaria in the
second half of the twentieth century. As a result of this,
Nurie Muratova prepared a photo-documentary exhibi-
tion, shown in Sofia, Plovdiv, and a number of villages in
the Western Rhodopes and also made available online.3

Since its publication, Nurie Muratova's book has become
an event for Bulgarian historiography and humani-
ties, and currently represents a fundamental course for
university teaching and combining the opportunities
of archival studies, social history and women’s history.
Taking a snapshot of the current situation of women’s
archives and archival collections in the country, it raises
a number of questions about the creation and main-
tenance of archives of a wide range of marginalized
communities — ethnic, religious, professional, cultural,
regional, etc.

(Blagoevgrad, 2017), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenod0.17496061; Nurie

Muratova, Women beyond the Archive: Invisible Histories of Women
in Bulgaria, vol. 6 (Blagoevgrad, 2021), https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.5718857; Evelina Kelbecheva and Nurie Muratova, eds., The
Voice of the Silent: Research in Honor of Assoc. Prof. Dr. Anastasiya
Pashova, vol. 7 (Blagoevgrad: Bon Print, 2021), https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.17494521; Zeynep Zafer and Nurie Muratova, Turkology in
Exile: Mefktire Mollova. A Biographical Study, vol. 8 (Blagoevgrad,
2022), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17494707; Zeynep Zafer, ed.,

“My name, that's my face”: 50 Years since the Kornitsa Protests,
vol. 9 (Blagoevgrad, 2023), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.1 2;
Milena Angelova and Begi Hussein, Village of Draginovo (Korovo):
Contested Identities and Assimilation Policies, vol. 10 (Blagoevgrad:

Balkanistic Worlds, 2025), https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17495228.

The exhibition can be accessed online at: https://women.
balkanistica.com/exhibition/
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onemli bir etki uyandirir; bugiin iniversite egitiminde
arsiv calismalari, sosyal tarih ve kadin tarihi alanlarinin
sundugu imkanlar bir arada diistinmeyi miimkiin kilan
temel bir ders olarak degerlendirilmektedir.

Kitap, tilkedeki kadin arsivleri ve arsiv koleksiyonlari-
nin mevcut durumuna dair analitik bir panorama sun-
makla kalmaz etnik, dinsel, mesleki, kiiltiirel ve bélgesel
bir yelpazeye yayilan marjinallestirilmis topluluklarin
arsivlerinin olusturulmasi ve siirdiriilmesine iliskin
cok sayida kritik soruyu da giindeme getirmektedir.
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